NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INFORMATION COMMISSIONS IN INDIA

Minutes of 14" Annual General Body Meeting held on April 8, 2025
At Guwahati (Assam)

Chief Guest: His Excellency, Shri Lakshman Prasad Acharya, Governor of Assam

Participants:

Board of Governors:

Shri Heeralal Samariya, President NFICI & Chief Information Commissioner, CIC New
Delhi.

Shri Tripurari Sharan, Vice President, NFICI & Chief Information Commissioner, SIC
Bihar.

Shri R. Mahaboob Basha, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Andhra Pradesh.

Shri Konjam Radhashyam Singh, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Manipur.

Dr. Pradeep Vyas, Chief Information Commissioner (I/c), SIC Maharashtra.

Shri Susant Kumar Mohanty, Chief Information Commissioner (I/c), SIC Odisha

Shri Kuber Bhandari, Information Commissioner, SIC Sikkim

Members Present:

Shri Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Assam
Maj. Gen. Jarken Gamlin, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Arunachal Pradesh
Dr. Subhashchandra Soni, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Gujarat.
Shri Arvind Kumar H. Nair, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Goa

Shri Ashit Mohan Prasad, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Karnataka
Shri Md. Shakeel Akhter, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Tamil Nadu
Shri Virendra, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC West Bengal

Shri Narendra Kumar Shukla, Information Commissioner, SIC Chhattisgarh
Dr. Sonichan P. Joseph, Information Commissioner, SIC Kerala

Smt. Ripnar Lyngdoh, Chief Information Commissioner (I/c), SIC Meghalaya
Shri Mangjangam Touthang, Information Commissioner, SIC Mizoram

Shri Mahendra Kumar Parakh, Information Commissioner, SIC Rajasthan.

Page 1 0f 13




Special Invitee:
e Shri Vijay Yadav, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Madhya Pradesh
e Shri Binoy Shankar Mishra, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Tripura

e Dr. Raj Kumar Vishwakarma, Chief Information Commissioner, SIC Uttar Pradesh

Also Present:

e Dr. Reep Hazarika, Information Commissioner, SIC Assam.

NFICT’s officers:
e Brig Vipin Chakrawarti, Honorary Secretary, NFICI, New Delhi

e Shri Sarvottam Kumar Rana, Executive Secretary, NFICI, New Delhi.

Shri Heeralal Samariya, Chief Information Commissioner, Central Information Commission and
President of NFICI, commenced the session with a warm welcome and thanked the Chief Guest,
His Excellency Shri Lakshman Prasad Acharya, Governor of Assam, for taking out time to address
the 32™ Board of Governors and 14" Annual General Body Meetings of National Federation of

Information Commissions in India (NFICI). He also welcomed and thanked all the participants.

In his welcome address, Shri Samariya said, “I welcome you all on the occasion of the 32" Board
of Governors and the 14™ Annual General Body meetings of NFICI. It is an honour for all of us that
His Excellency, Shri Lakshman Prasad Acharya, Governor of Assam, is with us today. Pointing
towards the HE Governor, Sir we are grateful to you for you taking out time out of your busy

schedule.

It gives me immense pleasure to inform you that NFICI has become a great platform for sharing
best practises, promoting awareness and improving the performance of Central and State
Information Commissions. It also facilitates coordination among Central and State Information
Commissions and ensures a uniform approach in the implementation of the RTI Act. This landmark
law has been enacted to usher in a new era of transparency and accountability aimed at shedding

light on the decision-making process, holding officials accountable for their actions and rooting out

corruption”

He further asserted, “Our collective efforts have resulted in significant achievements in the

effective implementation of the RTI Act across the country. Since the Indian Constitution provides
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for a democratic republic and democracy requires an informed citizenry, NFICI has been
organising public awareness campaigns not only in urban areas but also in remote areas. It
promotes knowledge and encourages transparency and accountability initiatives. In addition, NFICI
has disbursed grants to State Information Commissions to enable them to undertake initiatives to
promote awareness and educate citizens about the RTI Act by organising seminars, campaigns and

other outreach programmes.

I am pleased to highlight the pivotal role of NFICI in facilitating the hybrid mode of hearing in the
Central Information Commission as well as various State Information Commissions. This
mnovative initiative has ensured that citizens have uninterrupted access to information and justice
and has improved disposal rate of second appeals and complaints despite the challenges posed by
the pandemic. This approach, adopted in all State Information Commissions (SICs) in India, has
enabled speedy disposal of cases while allowing complainants to attend hearings from a location of
their choice. This initiative demonstrates the commitment to effective implementation of the RTI
Act. The NFICI, in consultation with the Central Information Commission, has made available the
source code of the AppComs application so that the State Information Commissions can adopt
uniform processes and ensure smooth hybrid operations, thereby improving overall efficiency and

consistency.

Sir, we assure you that we are all committed to the implementation of the RTI Act in its entirety
and to the expeditious disposal of 2nd Appeals / Complaints so that the appellants and

complainants can get the information expeditiously.

While concluding, Shri Samariya ji once again expressed his pleasure and warmly welcomed all the
distinguished guests and especially His Excellency, Shri Lakshman Prasad Acharya, Governor of

Assam and said that their presence was a great honour for all of us.

His Excellency Shri Lakshman Prasad Acharya, Governor of Assam, while addressing the 32™
Board of Governors and 14™ Annual General Body meetings of National Federation of Information

Commissions in India (NFICI) extended warm welcome and greetings to all the participants. In his

speech, he said, “TAERN!

HRAT IS FelT LT Fe 327 rafeiar a5 va 1447 arfiie do& & 3w W
3UTE;
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o ¥R & HTT YA IYFd Td HhsAT & HETLT 2 ERIeIel FATRAT S,
o SR & IUTETET Ud fIgN & HET Feell AP 4 FRAT eRoT S,
o A & HE egl 3YSFA A HER ST G ST,

o Taffest TsAT & FAAT IPFA 10T,

o JSET AT I HE o FeEy oy,

o FETT & AR A,

o Sfadl 3R woal,

HAYYHA 3 AgcAYUl ANt & T 39 @l T 9SS g1 Fg Al hol
B A INTATRE Sk g, dfoch HRCAT Sehcls H IRERIAT T1C I&el el FERIcT
T 389 ¢l

FAR ARAT §AT A gaem @1 Ufoefie iR diofote Feea w@r &1 9 EmEer 7
BIAT St CaRT 997 A IH & HEHA H FAAT A P &l g, dE AGHARA H
T eaRT 39+ e gffe @ HgRIST YoRISg &I HeeiT & Jatf 1 GEHIT Gelell &,
¢ 3af ARG GART el dliel & oied HIeA &, FIT & Flel H Uk 9T FAged
Y@ AT ¥ AT hdol Uh TGl 761 giall, dfed ITg U Sfigeiar g gl

AT T HUHR HATTH, 2005, AR & dAlhdiiNd & H Th HifddR TR &l
ycish g1 H FFsIdr g & I 3f0faww Am o ffeR &€, afew Tg 98 9q & S
HHA ARG IR WEHR & @ I gl H A FT 81 Tg AT H A AR I
HEMERT &1 HAFT ACTA ¥ g AURIA gAs AR HF 92mad § 92T IOt
AT STAPRT I ¥l &l MURR Vel Xl ¢ Tg Mefead 38 facuid & aererd
AT & fF - "Serar g arEe #T 3wl Alferss B 3R o9 Al aeress @,
SHIEAT HT 3R HaeaAefiel seiell gl

ol @ HURR FRETA F gAR 3y A 7 dad URGRIAr 965 &, o gHe
FCMR R SHMH, TS Saecel AR Far GeaRor #§ FUR o # Sea@aig
Tqretere fear g1 Ay &9 @ refor vd afad deert & fou gg AREs ve aierd
£, g 378 3 IWeRT & v 3mars Ioe fr aea & g 3w yREuE S
TR U3t b srdemererdr 3R geaRiiorar W o HHERICHF THIE STel| FEe
THRT HoreeA! # IeRer—¥ca 3R ATa@TFehar $H FERfd i Ferar e

b
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BHAN IR TS A g A S & FAST Aged A HRA Th Az feur & 3R
HAE Bl NG AR ARS-FHigd mdaT Fig 3R 5T WHR & a8 AlSel &l
YR & g &l FUHHST ST & Minimum Government, Maximum Governance &
farster & 31779 Ig AN HAISH o shael AR THAIHT I Tel, Aot 3R gemelr F=r
T &, dfcsh SIAAHT T APNERT H 8 FAFd H TET &l

WHR o CoHellelioll & ATETH H TSN Faw3t & Fgerrar R arefRiar gafed 6
¢l Boeda 3fEarn, J9 4o Ao, 9tH AEE A, @ JRdT JA3ae, 311
HGSA HRA Sl Ugel SET AT T YHIOT g, STEl g sl T T g foig “Sfetdrm
ST WY &1 S8 IRUTHESTEY, STeTdT & [92ard rEe cIdeam & a7 g

HS I Fed §U I g @ & & HRAT T gaRT R Ig AT g & 3w
gelf & AT U 3Gel 9 AT SR Thedl o URGHRIAl, Siaecel, 3R AFIReE
TRATFARIOT I IR fohar, THH HAdhcel & FH O & Flee dev IR Th diRash
IRGRICT 3figTere i YT ES|

st @ g Bfecd HRa # Fr ¥ T FgEAN G9 A F ovaRd @ § a9
ARSI 3R SEEeE ggd A FE AF FAgcaqol g S g safov & gaem &
3R 1 fBforeer &9 @ 3R 1Mt gorer, Feor v uReRlt Sy & fGem & gare de
el BT

IE AP § T §H IREITS DI dhad HEel § A o W, e 30 FT9AT &
AAEN H AMAS H | $Hh folU AUh S-SRkl hT AT & Thell H, gardi
H, TR Sl & 87 el -Aged H| U TR W SRR 3T 9k SRisa
HRASIT fRar ST TIRT | T Werdar @, Afensd, gt AR omt @ s
EIECIECIEY

§H O & SR @ eTen 9 F v oy seer gem s o gA
eIGfRar & WY FAdER H 3R gEl fiEiERe sefosia (Al), sa wafafeaw
IR 37 fBTScer ATCTAT FT IUART I AT JOTell T HR FATC 3R Geler Fardm i
Fehl Bl IRES HRT@H & @erar (privacy), a1 @R&T MR % Fgar ST
AT & 3T6T 37Tl ¥ e glam|
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g Heiye T USAl U Sy fld UG & FAST AN H AST A ¢l HRENS
T IR Tl H FH BSiUe H Hgeaqul HfFET W o§l HA @l § R hevee
LTS T Th GelFd STl dedlel & foll YR gl

Ueh HAFA llehcid 96 oAl BIdl, STal shael THR A 8l, dfodh 6l ANTRE HAF
AR SerEE g1 ARERTS ARRTA g I8 ARTEedr wee &ar &1 I8 gH A%
SRR ST 3T, WeH ar g, faearw dar ¥, 3R 3wegwd Iavarica & araar o
ST B

H 3T A7 AE Fgel AR R -
"SI I G BN B, 9 FAST AT e ¥,
ST FIaT T ST 8, T« Slehcdd hHSN gier 81"

38T, §H Fa AT 38 fafead @ 3R it yemaenel, Siad 3R gagersr qae
FT Thod of |

#H 3@ A A IARES o AT FEOm IEdl, HEWEN, AWIRG Welsl Hoeel, R
SITEe AP &l THedea FIAT g1 H Yol HRAT TSET Farall HAET e T gART
ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?@ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁ%ﬂﬂ@%ﬂﬁ%ﬁvaﬁémgam
FEhT Aheldl & oI YHHAT T

eI
T Bel”

Shri Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta, Chief Information Commissioner, Assam while delivering vote of
thanks expressed his gratitude towards Chief Guest, His Excellency Shri Lakshman Prasad
Acharya, Governor of Assam for his presence in the inaugural ceremony. He also extended warm
welcome to all the dignitaries present at the function. Shri Mahanta also thanked the Hon'ble
President, NFICI, Shri Heeralal Samariya for giving State Information Commission Assam an

opportunity to organise such an important meeting of NFICI in the State Assam.
All the members assembled for the next session after the tea break and departure of Chief Guest.

CIC’s of all the States put across their views and give presentation on the functioning of State

Information Commissions and implementation of RTI Act in respective States.
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Thereafter, Shri Heeralal Samariya, President of NFICI, asked Shri Sarvottam Rana, Executive

Secretary, to present the agenda items of the 14" Annual General Meeting.

On behalf of the President, NFICI Shri Sarvottam Rana, Executive Secretary, NFICI welcomed all

the Hon’ble members present to the 14™ Annual General Body and 32" Board of Governors

meetings of NFICIL.

Before beginning the discussion on the agenda points, Shri Rana introduced the special guests; Dr.
Raj Kumar Vishwakarma ji, Hon’ble CIC Uttar Pradesh, Shri Vijay Yadav ji, Hon’ble CIC Madhya
Pradesh and Shri Binoy Shankar Mishra ji, Hon’ble CIC Tripura to all the members and extended a

warm welcome to them.

Shri Rana thanked all the special guests for giving their valuable time and said that surely they will

find it a best platform for sharing of knowledge and best practices. He informed all the members,

that the State Information Commissions of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Tripura have not
yet officially joined the Federation, but we are looking forward for them becoming members of the
Federation very soon. All the special guests were once again thanked for attending the meetings of

NFICI on behalf of the Federation.

Thereafter, Shri Rana congratulated and welcomed to General. Jarken Gamlin, CIC
Arunachal Pradesh, Shri Arvind Kumar H. Nair, CIC Goa, Shri Ashit Mohan Prasad, CIC
Karnataka, Smt. Ripnar Lyngdoh, CIC (I/c) Meghalaya and Shri Susant Kumar Mohanty, CIC (I/c)
Odisha as they were attending the NFICI meetings for the first time after becoming Chiefs of their

respective State Information Commissions.

The Executive Secretary then proceeded with the following agenda items with the permission of the

President and members:

1. Confirmation of Minutes of last Meeting.

The 13" Annual General Body meeting was held on 02 Aug 2024 at CIC Bhawan, New Delhi. The
members were asked to confirm the minutes. The members of the Federation unanimously

confirmed the minutes of the meeting,.

2. Election of members for Board of Governors.
Executive Secretary apprised the Federation that as per existing policy, Members of Board of

commissions Uttarakhand,

Governors are elected for a tenure of two years. State Informafi
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Maharashtra, Manipur and Odisha have completed their tenure on 17.11.2024. The Executive
Secretary requested the members of the Federation to consider electing new BOG members from

their respective zones.

The members unanimously elected the following members as Board of Governors for a term of

two years from 08.04.2025:

S.No. | Elected Member for BOG Zone | In place of

1. | Punjab Uttarakhand

State Information Commission 1l State Information Commission
2. | Rajasthan Maharashtra

State Information Commission v State Information Commission
3. | Meghalaya Manipur

State Information Commission V1 State Information Commission
4. | West Bengal Odisha

VII

State Information Commission State Information Commission

3. Status of NFICI’s Current Accounts and Fixed Deposits.

The Executive Secretary informed the members of the Federation that the NFICI’s current account
and fixed deposits are being maintained at State Bank of India, NIHFW Munirka Branch New

Delhi. A sum of Rs. 8,64,301/- was existing balance in the current account as on 31.03.2025.

In addition to this, the Federation had 12 Fixed Deposits also which were amounting to Rs.
1,77,58,278/- (principal amount) as on 31.03.2025. These are also being maintained in the same

branch.

4. Status of Annual membership fee for the FY 2024-25.

The members were apprised about the status of NFICI’s Annual Membership Fee up to the
financial year 2024-25. It was informed that in the 13" Annual General Body meeting held on
02 Aug, 2024 at New Delhi, all the member Information Commissions were requested to deposit
the Annual Membership Fee for the financial year 2024-25. All the member Information
Commissions except Karnataka and Telangana have deposited Annual Membership Fee for the FY
2024-25. The Board of Governors directed to request State Information Commissions Karnataka

and Telangana to deposit outstanding Annual Membership Fee for the financial year 2024-25.
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It was informed to the members that in the 13" Annual General Body meeting held on 02 Aug,

Status of release of 4™ Grant of Rs. 4.00 Lakhs to member Information Commissions:

2024 at New Delhi, it was decided that 4™ Grant of NFICI for Rs. 4.00 lakh should be released to

the eligible member Information Commissions. Accordingly, 4™ grant has been released to the

following State Information Commissions:

6.

S.No. State Information | Amt. Released Cheque No. &
Commission (in Lakhs) Date
l. | Gujarat 400 32%027_;024
2. | Mizoram 4.00 32%0492024
3. | Nagaland 4.00 83&0@2024
4. | Odisha w00 (2)2%04973024
5. | Rajasthan 4.00 33%0496_3024
6. Sikkim 4.00 32%04973024

Commissions:

Member of the Federation were informed that the following Member Commissions have submitted

the Utilisation Certificates and supporting vouchers for all the First, Second and the Third Grants.

Consideration on release of the 4" grant to reaming eligible member Information

Now, the Fourth Grant can be released to the following State Information Commissions.

S.No. State Il.lf().l'l'llati(}ll Eligible T
Commission for grant
1. | Arunachal Pradesh 4
2. | Assam 4t
3. | Himachal Pradesh g
4ih Rs.3,98,132/- UC & Voucher are received from
%, Karnataka 3rd grant. Balance Rs. 1,868/- to be carried
forward with 4™ grant.
5. Meghalaya 44
6. Manipur 4
4th Rs.3,95,293/- UC & Voucher are received from
7. Tamil Nadu 3rd grant. Balance Rs. 4,707/- to be carried
forward with 4™ grant.
8. Uttarakhand A
1]

=
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The matter to release 4th grant of Rs. 4.00 lac was discussed in detail. The Board of Governors

decided to release the 4" grant to those member Information Commissions who are eligible for it

and express their willingness for its utilisation.

The members had a deliberated discussion and decided that the Federation should increase the
Annual Membership Fee from Rs. 1 lac to Rs. 1.5 lac and grants being released by the NFICI
should be increased from Rs. 4 lac to Rs. 5 lac. All the members agreed to this proposal
unanimously, and it was decided that Annual Membership Fee to be increased from the FY 2025-

26 and increased rate of release of grant should be applicable from the 5" grant. Members also

agreed to amend the By-laws accordingly.

& Raising of demand for Annual Membership Fee for the FY 2025-26.
The Executive Secretary apprised the members that Annual Membership fee for the FY 2025-26
has become due. All the members present decided unanimously that all the members be requested

to deposit Annual Membership fee @ Rs 1.5 lac for the FY 2025-26 at the earliest.

8. Status of UC and vouchers from members Information Commissions.

The Executive Secretary apprised that the Federation releases grants to its Member Information
Commissions to undertake schemes as per the guidelines for utilization of funds/grants. Member
Information Commissions are required to submit verified utilization certificates and supporting
vouchers to the office of NFICI. The details of release of grants, receipt of utilization certificates

and supporting vouchers from member Information Commissions was apprised to members of the

Federation as under :-

Site 1% Grant 2" Grant 374 Grant 4™ Grant Remarks
S:No. | Information | Status of UC & | Status of UC | Statusof UC | V1105 !
Commission Vouchers & Vouchers | & Vouchers
Vouchers
Andhra . . .
1 Pradesh Received Received Pending
2 ST Received Received Received
Pradesh
3 Assam Received Received Received
4  |Bihar Pending - -
UC &
Vouchers of
2 _
5 Chhattisgarh Received Rs: 3,62,870/ Pending
have been
received in r/o
2" Grant. 7l
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CIC Delhi has
not availed

6 |CIC, Delhi - - -
any Grant.
UC &
Vouchers for
7 |Gujarat Received Received Received Received BS' {1'00 ikh
received by
mail on
28.03.2025
8 |Goa NA Received Pending
9 H?machal Received Received Received
Pradesh
10 |Haryana Received Pending -
UC and voucher g};?f?fiiijdlc
of Rs. 1,95,390/- o
the unutilized
11 |Jharkhand have been - -
received in r/o 1% balance of Rs
it 4,610/- from
grant. the first grant.
12 |Kerala Received Received Pending
UC & Vhrs of
13 |Karnataka Received Heggived |12
have been
received.
14 |Maharashtra Received Received Pending
15 |Meghalaya Received Received Received
16 |Manipur Received Received Received
17 |Mizoram Received Received Received Pending
18 |Nagaland Received Received Received Pending
19 |Qdisha Received Received Received Pending
20 |Punjab Received Received Pending
21 |Rajasthan Received Received Received Pending
22 |Sikkim Received Received Received Pending
Received
Rs. 3,94,935/- Rs. 3.95,293/-
UcC &
Vouchers uGw
23 |Tamil Nadu Received Voucher have
have been ;
: : been received
submitted in ’
/o 2™ Grant by letter dt.
/) 07.08.2024
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24 |Telangana - - -

25 |Uttarakhand Received Received Received

26 |West Bengal Received Received Pending

The Executive Secretary proposed that we may approach those Member Information
Commissions who have not yet submitted their outstanding Utilization Certificates and Supporting

Vouchers for the grants released to them. All the members agreed to this unanimously.

9. Status of receipt of important and landmark decisions from member Information

Commissions.

The Executive Secretary informed that an Editorial Board was constituted for selection of landmark
and important decisions issued by the members Information Commissions to be notified through

Annual Journal. The following are the members of the Editorial Board:-

1) Shri Virendra, Chief Information Commissioner, West Bengal; Chief Editor
2) Shri M.L. Lather, Chief Information Commissioner, Rajasthan;

3) Shri V Hari Nair, Chief Information Commissioner, Kerala;

4) Dr. Pradeep Vyas, Chief Information Commissioner, Maharashtra;

5) Shri K. Radhashyam Singh, Chief Information Commissioner, Manipur;

6) Dr. Subhashchandra Soni, Chief Information Commissioner, Gujarat.

In pursuance of the above decision, the Federation had requested all the Member Information

Commissions to submit their important and landmark decision upto the year of 2024,

It was apprised that the Federation has received 167 decisions for 13 Member Information

Commissions. 6 Members Commissions have submitted ‘Nil” report.

The members present in the meeting directed the Executive Secretary to approach all the Member
Commissions to submit their decisions on Priority so that the journal can be published.
10. Agenda points received from following State Information Commissions:

(1) Goa State Information Commission.

(i) Mechanism to ensure compliance of FAA’s order.

(ii) Engagement of Advocates from Government panel.
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(2) Andhra Pradesh State Information Commission
(i) Implementation of directions of Hon’ble Supreme court of India in its order dated

09.010.2023 on the W.P. (C) No. 360 of 2021 titled Kishan Chand Jain Vs UOI case.

(if) Welfare of the out-sourcing employees working in the Information Commissions.

(iii) Assigning a regular employee in each office to handle applications appeals and
complaints related to RTI Act 2005.
(iv) Proposal of Pension to the State Chief Information Commissioners and Information

Commissioners.

The detailed deliberation was made on the above agenda points by all the members of the

Federation.

11.  Any other item with the permission of the Chair.

(i) The Executive Secretary apprised the members that the Federation releases a sum of Rs. 8
lac or total expenditure whichever is less for hosting the Special/Annual General Meeting of
NFICL. However, the State Information Commissions hosting the meetings find it difficult to
organize the meetings, being Rs 8 lac inadequate. He requested the members to consider
increasing the amount suitably. Members had a detailed discussion on this issue and finally
decided that a sum of Rs 10 lac or the actual expenditure, whichever is less, should be released
to the member information hosting the meeting. It was also discussed and decided that the
increased amount should be applicable from the 14th Annual General Body Meetings organized

by the State Information Commission, Assam.

There being no other point, Brig. Vipin Chakrawarti, Honorary Secretary, NFICI, delivered a vote

of thanks, and the meeting was concluded.

ralal Samariya)

President, NFICI
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